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We must also commit ourselves to pre-

venting the reoccurrence of genocide in the 
future, whenever and wherever it might 
occur. We must remain vigilant. The forces 
of hatred, bigotry and racism are still at 
work in the world. 

It is a tragedy that the international com-
munity has not been able to stop new horrors 
in the years since the Holocaust. This makes 
it all the more important that we remember 
the lessons of the Holocaust. It must be a 
unifying cause around which we all can 
rally. 

On this International Day of Commemora-
tion let us pay tribute to all the victims of 
the Holocaust. Let us also honour the sur-
vivors. And in looking back at this sombre 
page of history and other atrocities and 
crimes of genocide following it, let us join 
forces and recommit ourselves to building 
mutual respect and dignity for all. Holocaust 
remembrance will strengthen us in this re-
solve. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF COMMEMORATION IN 
MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE HOLO-
CAUST, STATEMENT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR 
DAN GILLERMAN, PERMANENT REPRESENTA-
TIVE 

I, Danny Gillerman, born in Israel to par-
ents who fled the Nazis, but whose grand-
parents and family perished, stand before 
you today, as an Israeli, a Jew, and a citizen 
of the world—moved and filled with pride as 
the world embarks on a journey beyond re-
membrance. 

I stand here as a representative of the Jew-
ish State that arose out of the ashes of the 
Holocaust. A Jewish State whose cabinet 
yesterday convened a Special Session at the 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Jerusalem, 
Yad Vashem. A Jewish State that has be-
come, against all odds, a beacon of beauty, 
excellence, creativity, and justice for the 
whole world. 

And today, on this solemn occasion, I urge 
you to imagine. Indeed many of you in this 
hall don’t need to imagine because you were 
there, but I urge the rest of the world to 
imagine—imagine the shattering of skulls, 
the burning of flesh, the cries of anguish. 
Look at one child, and multiply it by a mil-
lion and a half. Look at one member of your 
family and multiply him by six million. 
Imagine! 

But imagine too what a world this would 
be if they, and their children, were still with 
us. How much more beauty, more excellence, 
more art and culture, more cures and inno-
vations there would be. Imagine. Imagine 
how much better the world would be. 

So today, as we look to the past, embrace 
the present, and look to the future, we must 
all pray. We must remember, salute, sound 
an alarm, and vow. We remember the sac-
rifice of the victims, we salute the courage of 
the survivors, many of them in this hall, 
whose numbers dwindle as the Holocaust 
turns from being memory to becoming his-
tory. And we sound an alarm, a call to arms, 
and a wake up call to the world. 

A world in which a Member State of this 
organization calls for wiping Israel off the 
face of the map. A world in which an extreme 
and evil regime denies the Holocaust while 
preparing the next one. 

A world that stood still 65 years ago and 
has since witnessed Cambodia and Rwanda. 

A world that must act today to atone for 
yesterday and preserve our tomorrow. 

On this day, I want to also express to you 
in this hall and around the world, my deep 
regret. I deeply, very deeply regret, and I be-
lieve the rest of the world should too, that 
the State of Israel did not exist in 1938 or 
1943. Because if it did, this horrible event 
would never have happened. 

And today, from this podium, in this hall, 
on this solemn day, I vow to you. I vow to 
you that as long as there is an Israel, no Jew 
will again be made to wear a yellow star or 
be tattooed with a number. And I vow to you 
that there will forever be an Israel, so these 
horrors will never be witnessed again—Never 
Again! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as we gather here 
today, night is descending on Jerusalem, and 
the Jewish Sabbath is enfolding Israel. So it 
is from here, from this world stage, that I 
say this Eve of Shabbat prayer: 

‘‘May God Give His People Strength. May 
God Bless His People With Peace.’’ 

Shabbat Shalom. 
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TRIBUTE TO CLYDE P. SELIG 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clyde P. Selig, president and CEO of 
Commercial Metals Steel Group, CMSG. 
CMSG ships around 2.4 million tons of steel a 
year, employs over 6,700 people and grosses 
close to $1.3 billion a year in sales. 

Mr. Speaker, Clyde Selig attended Clarkson 
College of Technology and graduated from the 
University of Maryland. He also served in the 
U.S. Army in various command and staff posi-
tions in Europe. 

Mr. Selig has served in many capacities 
with SMI-Texas including manager of mainte-
nance and engineering, manager of 
steelmaking, works manager, vice president of 
operations and general manager before be-
coming executive vice president of CMC Steel 
Group Mills. He was appointed President and 
COO in February of 1997 and CEO in May of 
2002. 

A strong believer in community support and 
involvement, Mr. Selig was one of the found-
ers of the Seguin Boys’ Club, and is a former 
president of the Seguin Chamber of Com-
merce. He also served as vice president of the 
City/County Hospital Board, including the Citi-
zens Advisory Juvenile Board. Currently, he 
serves with the Rotarians. 

Mr. Speaker, the 28th district of Texas is 
proud to have such an outstanding civic leader 
living in San Antonio. 
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CONGRATULATING MS. 
CHRISTIANE E. BUUCK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ms. Christiane E. Buuck of Bed-
ford, TX, for receiving the prestigious Fulbright 
award to study abroad in France during the 
2005–2006 academic year. Ms. Buuck was 
honored with this award for her studies in cre-
ative writing at the University of Arizona. 

The Fulbright program is sponsored by the 
Department of State Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs. The program was estab-
lished in 1946 with the purpose of building 
mutual understanding between the people of 
the United States and the rest of the world by 
allowing recipients to study, lecture or conduct 

research in an international exchange pro-
gram. 

Christiane was selected on the basis of aca-
demic achievement, as well as demonstrated 
leadership potential in her field. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Ms. 
Christiane Buuck on receiving this award and 
commend her dedication and desire to help 
her community and country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NATALIE 
SOLFANELLI AS SHE IS HON-
ORED BY THE LACKAWANNA 
RIVER CORRIDOR ASSOCIATION 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to 
Natalie Solfanelli, executive director of the 
Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority in 
Lackawanna County, PA. Mrs. Solfanelli has 
been honored by the Lackawanna River Cor-
ridor Association for her exceptional perform-
ance in creating partnerships to preserve and 
develop the Lackawanna Valley’s historic, cul-
tural, natural and economic resources through 
preservation, education and promotion of the 
regional heritage. 

The Lackawanna River Corridor Association 
is a nonprofit community organization created 
in 1987 to promote the restoration and protec-
tion of the Lackawanna River and its water-
shed resources. A major goal of the LRCA is 
to foster the development of a 40-mile long 
network of parks and trails along the Lacka-
wanna River. 

The Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority 
and the Lackawanna River Corridor Associa-
tion have been collaborating to get the 40-mile 
trail and greenway system built. Known as the 
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail, several sec-
tions were developed in the past few years. 
Other sections are in final engineering phases 
and will be under construction soon. 

Mrs. Solfanelli’s leadership and vision have 
contributed to making the Lackawanna River 
Heritage Trail project a strategic link in the 
work of the authority and its partners to pro-
mote the economic and environmental revital-
ization of communities along the river. 

After being named LHVA executive director, 
Mrs. Solfanelli began to enhance the scope of 
the Downtown Riverfront Trail Project and po-
sition the trail as an economic development 
generator. She is leading a riverfront partner-
ship effort to look ahead at the next steps that 
will enable private developers and local public 
agencies to further develop the riverfront area 
as a complement to the revitalization of down-
town Scranton. 

Mrs. Solfanelli has an impressive back-
ground in financial services, having served 
with Alpha Benefits Group, Consulting Group, 
Inc. and Omni Health Plan. She is an NASD 
licensed registered representative with 
MidSouth Capital, Inc. and has been president 
of Harbor Group, Inc., an insurance and in-
vestment planning firm since 1989. Mrs. 
Solfanelli is also a certified life underwriter and 
a long term care professional. 

Mrs. Solfanelli serves on the board of 
Scranton Tomorrow, the Jewish Federation of 
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Northeastern Pennsylvania, the St. Francis of 
Assisi Kitchen, Temple Hesed, Presidents Ad-
visory Council of Keystone College and the 
Economic Development Council of Lacka-
wanna County. 

Married to Attorney Joseph R. Solfanelli, the 
couple has three adult children. 

On a personal note, let me express my ap-
preciation to Natalie for welcoming me into the 
Greater Scranton community. Her boundless 
energy and enthusiasm are infectious; every-
one who deals with Natalie is inspired to work 
even harder to make Lackawanna County a 
better place to live. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Natalie Solfanelli on the occasion of this 
honor. Mrs. Solfanelli epitomizes the finest 
level of selfless community service and the 
quality of life in the greater Scranton area is 
better because of her efforts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CENTENARIAN DORA 
KAUFFMAN OF HERNANDO COUN-
TY, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Dora Kauffman 
of Hernando County, Florida. Dora has done 
something that all of us strives for, but that 
very few of us will ever accomplish, celebrate 
her 100th birthday. 

Born January 19, 1906 in New York, DORA 
says that some of her fondest memories of 
her childhood were times spent playing 
games. She remembers seeing a dog for the 
first time as one of the happiest events in her 
life. She says she loved playing with the dog 
everyday. 

Dora married and was blessed with two chil-
dren, four grandchildren and several great 
grandchildren. She says she is happy with her 
life and would not change a thing if she had 
her life to live over. 

Today, Dora gets the most pleasure from 
visiting with her resident friends and sitting 
down to a good hot meal. The one thing she 
likes most about Hernando County is the peo-
ple, in addition to the good weather. Her favor-
ite flower is the rose and her favorite color is 
blue. Her advice to the young people is to, 
‘‘work hard and be good and kind to people.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in hon-
oring Dora Kauffman for reaching her 100th 
birthday. I hope we all have the good fortune 
to live as long as she has. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
DESIGNATING THE GOVERNOR 
JOHN ANDERSON, JR. POST OF-
FICE BUILDING 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, joined 
today by my Kansas colleagues Todd Tiahrt, 
Jim Ryun and Jerry Moran, I am introducing 
legislation that would designate the United 
States post office located at 110 North Chest-

nut Street in Olathe as the ‘‘Governor John 
Anderson, Jr. Post Office Building.’’ 

Governor Anderson was born near Olathe in 
1917 and educated at Kansas State University 
and the University of Kansas, where he re-
ceived a law degree in 1944. After serving on 
the staff of U.S. District Court Judge Walter 
Huxman for two years, John Anderson won 
election as Johnson County Attorney in 1947, 
where he served for six years. He was a 
member of the Kansas State Senate from 
1953–1956, and was appointed Kansas Attor-
ney General, serving from 1956–1961. Elected 
Governor of Kansas in 1960 and 1962, he de-
feated incumbent Governor George Docking, 
served as Governor during Kansas’ centennial 
celebration, and appointed James B. Pearson 
to the United States Senate upon the death of 
Senator Andrew Schoeppel. 

John Anderson’s tenure as Kansas Gov-
ernor was marked by numerous achieve-
ments, including: 

Revision of the state’s pardon and parole 
systems; 

Creation of a combined state medical and 
psychiatric hospital; 

Restructuring of the state’s public school 
system into unified districts; 

Increasing of the state’s per-pupil expendi-
ture allowance; 

Addition of the University of Wichita to the 
state board of regents system; 

Sanctioning of fair employment practices 
standards; 

Approval of an advanced public employee 
retirement system; 

Advancements in highway construction; 
Expansion of vocational-technical schools; 
Authorization of a state library consultant; 
Improvements in the public welfare system; 

and 
Reorganization of state agencies, commis-

sions and boards. 
Mr. Speaker, this legislation honoring an im-

portant Kansas leader is long overdue, and I 
know that my delegation colleagues look for-
ward with me to its speedy enactment. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS L. 
BRANNIGAN, FIRE SERVICE CON-
STRUCTION EDUCATOR WITH A 
LEGACY OF PUBLIC SERVICE AS 
A GROUNDBREAKING LEADER IN 
PROVIDING FOR FIREFIGHTER 
SAFETY 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today with great sadness and tremen-
dous gratitude to honor the life of Francis L. 
Brannigan, who over the years has helped 
firefighters be more astute to the importance 
of knowing building construction to promote 
firefighter safety. As a groundbreaking leader 
in providing for firefighter safety, Frank was 
one of the first to realize that the biggest 
threat to firefighters were the buildings they 
were working in. Throughout his career, Frank 
provided constant focus on the issues associ-
ated with building construction and the fire en-
vironment. The safety of firefighters was al-
ways the focus of his message and as a re-
sult, generations of firefighters will be safer 

because of his message. The knowledge that 
he possessed, and generously shared, was 
second to none. 

Frank Brannigan devoted more than half of 
his 63-year career to the safety of firefighters 
in building fires. He was well known as the au-
thor of ‘‘Building Construction for the Fire 
Service,’’ and for his lectures and videotapes. 
The first edition of his ‘‘Building Construction 
for the Fire Service’’ was an instant success in 
1971. Since then, it has sold more than 
130,000 copies in three editions, the most re-
cent of which was published in 1992. Des-
ignated by Fire Chief as one of the 20 people 
who most influenced the fire service in the 
20th century, Frank Brannigan was truly one 
of the giants of the fire service. 

Frank Brannigan was not a fire chief or an 
engineer, but he became one of the most im-
portant influences in the fire service in the last 
quarter of the 20th century. I am proud to say 
I knew Frank Brannigan. 

Mr. Speaker, the Fire Service has lost an 
exceptional leader and guardian of firefighters 
everywhere. I wish Frank Brannigan’s wife 
Maurine and family my heartfelt condolences 
and may they find comfort in knowing that the 
many people he impacted deeply value his 
dedication and generosity and the example of 
his life and work. Frank Brannigan exemplified 
the spirit of service that has made this country 
great. As long as firefighters fight fires, the fire 
service will be the beneficiary of Frank’s writ-
ing, scholarship, zeal and life-saving message. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARIA DE LOS 
ANGELES OBREGON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of Maria de los 
Angeles Obregon Peña who was born on the 
23rd of December, 1905, in San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico. 

Maria de los Angeles Obregon Peña moved 
to Laredo, TX in 1910 with her two brothers 
and widowed mother. Her father, Gumaro 
Obregon, was the youngest brother of Presi-
dent Alvaro Obregon and was assassinated 
for political reasons. While in Laredo, Maria 
has memories of sitting on the rooftops in La-
redo and listening to gun fire just across the 
border in Nuevo Laredo during the 1910 Rev-
olution. 

Maria attended public school until the eighth 
grade when she was forced to leave to help 
the family make enough money to sustain 
itself. Later, on July 10th, 1933, she married 
Ramiro Santos Peña in Laredo. Together, they 
had three children, Pauline P. Baclesse of 
Mexico, MO, Ramiro A. Peña of Holland, TX, 
and Carlos D. Peña of Clear Lake, TX. 

Maria and Ramiro were both active mem-
bers of the Primera Iglesia Bautista where 
their children were baptized. Maria credits her 
outlook on life and her faith in God for her lon-
gevity. Laredo is proud to have Maria as a cit-
izen, and is pleased to celebrate her 100th 
birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the chance to 
honor a fine citizen of Texas. 
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